
 

 

Here is the latest from Crofton Middle School… January 31, 2021 
 
 

Dear CMS Families!  
 
Congratulations on completing the first semester!  It is fair to say that we ALL have come a long way in 
the first half of the school year!  I want to truly complement all of our teachers and students for 
adjusting so well to the virtual learning world and maintaining positive attitudes.  Let’s keep that 
optimistic spirit going as we enter the second half of the school year.  With the onset of COVID vaccines, 
and the possibility of hybrid schooling in the future, there are bound to be more changes for us in the 
months ahead.  There certainly is nothing boring about this school year! 
 
The student schedule has changed slightly for the second semester.  
Please view the new schedule here:  https://www.aacps.org/Page/9197  .     
 
You will notice that Periods 1, 2, and 3 still meet on Mondays and Thursdays; periods 4, 5, and 6 still 
meet on Tuesdays and Fridays.  One change is that classes meet for 50 minutes, but are immediately 
followed by Small Group Instruction for another 20 minutes. Small Group Instructional time allows 
teachers to work with selected students AND for students to work independently or in small study 
groups on classwork, assignments, homework, and long-term projects. Small group time is mandatory, 
so students remain in the class period’s Google Meet.  
 
FLEX periods – now referred to as FLEX Blocks – have been moved to Wednesdays only, and have a 
new purpose.  Wednesday morning FLEX Blocks will be a three-block rotation that all students will 
attend.  (This rotation will begin on Wednesday, February 10.)   FLEX Blocks on Wednesday provide 
teacher-facilitated learning support and learning extensions. Schools will determine student FLEX 
schedules based on their individual learning needs with a focus on Language Arts, Mathematics, and 
World Language.  More specifically, all students will attend a Math Block and all students will attend a 
Language Arts Block; the third block of rotation is more individualized.  For many students, the third 
block will be dedicated to their World Language class (Chinese, French, or Spanish).  If not World 
Languages, then the third block will be related to reading intervention (if appropriate) or an encore class.   
While in FLEX Block, students may have independent time to work, or they may receive 
directions/clarifications/ Q&A from their teacher.  In many ways, the FLEX Block is a lot like Office Hours 
in purpose, though the students have been hand-selected by their teachers for these rotations.  Just like 
before, students are required to attend FLEX.     
 
Office Hours still exist at different times during the week. In contrast to FLEX Blocks, Office Hours are 
student-choice.  During Office Hours, a student may choose to visit ANY teacher they need to get 
assistance from.  This may be a good time to see their Social Studies, Science, or Encore teachers.     
 
Another change includes time reserved in the schedule for iReady during Tools for Success.  (iReady is 
the diagnostic support program students have been using in Math and Language Arts since the beginning 
of this school year.)  Tools for Success will be dedicated to iReady independent activities on Tuesday (for 
Math) and Thursday (for Language Arts).  Since all students have a weekly requirement of 30-45 minutes 
log-in time for iReady, this time set aside during Tools for Success should be very advantageous for 
students.    
 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/9197


 
 
 
The changes in the virtual schedule are based on, in part, the input of students, parents, and teachers.  
Effort has been made to give students more time with their teachers, and more time “in school” to 
complete their assignments.  Hopefully this new schedule will alleviate some of the stress some students 
have had in completing and turning in work outside of class time.  High school students have already 
begun a revised schedule that is similar to the new middle school schedule and early reports indicate the 
changes are favorable!   
 
The next several weeks are likely to include lots of communications from our school system and from 
me.  As always, I appreciate your dedication and time in keeping up-to-date!  
 
Finally, if your student has not received their school issued Chromebook (about 175 have not!) please 
come to the school to pick one up as soon as possible! 
 

That’s all for now!   
 
 
Christopher Mirenzi 
Principal 
 


